
PGES PTO 
January 11 meeting minutes 

 
Board/committee introductions 

Old Business: 

1  Update on big project ideas (Amanda Gettlefinger) 

a. Funding/Grants/next steps - top idea was an outdoor classroom.  Amanda was working on a grant to 
be able to do the shelter along with an outdoor garden.  She has submitted many pages of 
explanation/goals.  We are through the application process - we are in the final running for a Cliff Bar 
grant.  They are liking the ideas.  This grant would get us $5000.  This would provide enough funds for 
the first outdoor shelter.  We are applying for 2 additional grants along with a few local companies to 
get some sun shades and garden supplies funded for Dad’s Club to build. 

New Business  

1. Special guests Heather Garvey and Jen Fields 

a. update on the Problem Solving Workshop they attended that was funded by the PTO  Jen:  They 
stayed after school many days for the workshop.  She got tons of ideas that they have already started 
using in the classroom and the kids really like them.  They don’t even always realize they are doing 
math, but it keeps them very involved.  They are very thankful for the support to do this workshop.  
Heather:  Thank you very much to the PTO.  They did 16 hours of professional development.  The 
“open middle” was presented to the other teachers (grades K-5) and they have tried it on the kids and 
have really liked it.  Everything they learned was very engaging - real world problem solving.  One 
example was the “in and out burger” exercise.  It is very engaging.  A third grade teacher said she has 
been using them 2-3 times a week and the kids are learning a lot.   

b. Discuss “PAWS and read”  literacy team decided to initiate a school wide reading challenge.  “PAWS 
and read”.  Kicking off Jan 15 runs through April 30.  Kids will get a pencil and a bookmark.  Teachers 
will give a slide presentation of them reading and talk about reading and why they love it.  The kids will 
get a “book tasting” Jan. 15th-22nd in the library.  She will have different genres set up and help them 
get a taste of each one.  Throughout the building there will be “mrs _____ is currently reading_____” 
signs.  Teachers will have a graph with a class goal - number of books read by the class.  If they hit the 
goal, the reward is a teachers choice (extra recess, gummy worm party, etc).  Each student will get a 
tracking sheet with 9 books (they books have to be in their lexile range).  When they complete a full 
sheet, they will be rewarded with a “spin the wheel” prize, and they will get their picture taken and 
posted on the facebook page celebrating their success”.  Additional prize for additional books 
completed. There will be a board in the hallway where kids can bring in pictures of them reading at 
home to hang on the board.  Essential skills students will be included in whatever way the teacher 
feels is appropriate.  Also in the Library, there will be a schoolwide graph where there will be a tally of 
how many books the entire school has read.  There will be “polls” every week also where they can put 
a post in note on there selection.  They can also do book reviews if they really like a book they read 
(age appropriate per grade).   

2. Semester 2 events discussion 

a. Reading event/D2D for spring trying to do something similar to the Pizza King event where staff reads 
the books.  They kids loved having them read the books.  Looking at doing another event at Pizza King 



D2D and reading event.  Should we tie it to PAWS and/or Book Fair?  Book Fair - scholastic probably 
wouldn't allow books to not be at the school for sale, and logistically it wouldn't work well.  Could be a 
promotional thing where the books that are read are scholastic books . . . Maybe make it 2 nights so 
we can read more books and give more kids a chance to go.  Timing TBD but looking at April, after 
Easter, but before testing.   

b. Replacement for FFN? We were hoping to do something with Dave and Busters, but they aren’t 
currently booking because they cant have groups bigger than 20 currently.  We will keep it in mind if 
things open up a bit.   

We are looking at doing muffins with mom and donuts with dad events.  Also trying to work with U 
Paint pottery studio to do a family event discounted for the families.   

3. Dine to Donate update (Amanda Gettlefinger) 

We made $200 from D2D at Pizza King.  Upcoming D2D: Jan. 20 - Ellas (if we win, it goes from 20% to 40%.  
and Texas Roadhouse Battle of the Groves (do gift card purchases count for these?)  Feb 4 - Chick Fil A; Mar 
7 - Tried and True 50% 

4. Expenses: 

$755 Quickbooks 

$85.54 Funeral Flowers 

$242.11 Spotlight - umbrellas 

$122.02 Hype socks 

$5.98 CVS Birthday card 

$50 Ale Emporium birthday gift Trael Kelly 

$13.32 Meijer candy bags 

$400 strange brew coffee for teachers 

$200 Jill reisinger cookies for staff  

$108.54 christmas cards and gift for Kathy and Lisa (front office) 

$105.78 Harland Clark checks 

$38.11 candy canes reimbursement Amanda Gettlefinger 

$1300 Teacher Christmas Checks 

Deposits: 

$350 Lori Thetford Photo 

$120 



$26 deposit for socks 

$25 deposit for Network for Good 

$70 Dance fit Donation 

$90 

$26 Socks 

$175.38 Panda D2D 

Balance as of 12/31/2020: $45,741.25 

Next Dad’s club meeting - outer edge axe lounge wed Jan. 20th 7pm 

4. Mr. Kelly’s Corner Thank you to the PTO.  we have funds, and we are looking at what to do for them.  He 
would love to entertain funding books for the library.  Talk to Mrs. Koehler.  The money we make needs to go 
back to the schools.  Math scores are going up, but reading is suffering.  We need to keep kids engaged in 
reading.  We need the new and exciting books in the library.  Thank you for christmas and birthday presents.  
We don’t need to keep doing that, but he appreciates it very much.  Lots of testing coming up.  COGAT testing, 
IRead, then ILearn.  NWEA is not going to happen second round.  Teachers felt really special with the events in 
December.  Thank you for that.   

5. New meeting item: OPEN MIC Didnt have time to get to that.   

 

Adjournment.  Next meeting scheduled for February 1, 2021 

 


